
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Monday, April 22, 2019 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 

7:00 p.m. 

  

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor D. Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem L. Laylin, Councilmembers P. Bakeman, C. Burling 

and B. Schuur, and Clerk J. Wilson. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilmembers J. Dodd and D. Lucas  

 

 

STAFF:  City Manager K. Anderson and Assistant City Manager R. Schuur 

  

Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Schuur seconded the minutes of the  

April 8, 2019 Council Meeting be approved.  

 

APPROVED unanimously 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL  

Councilmember Schuur commented on the Cemetery Board. Councilmember Burling thanked the 

police department for traffic control at Hill St. and Riverside Dr.   

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

1. A public hearing will be held for the purpose of considering if a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; 

Article II, Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45 exists. 

 

Mayor Lyons opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m.   

Dean Orvis, owner of 202 Bradley Street, explained plans to rebuild structure. 

Mayor Lyons closed the public hearing at 7:18 p.m. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS  
 

1. Councilmember Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council has heretofore adopted its resolution scheduling a public 

hearing on the necessity of abatement of dangerous structures constituting a public 

nuisance within the meaning of Sections 38.42 et seq, of the Dowagiac City Code, 

which structures are described as: 

   



 

 

 

 

202 BRADLEY ST 

Tax # 14-160-300-322-00 

Described as follows: . DW 1371 LOT 60 ANDREW LESTER ADD CITY 

OF DOWAGIAC 

  

WHEREAS, due notice of public hearing to consider the condemnation thereof has heretofore 

been given in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 66, Section 66.7 of the 

Dowagiac City Code, both by publication and by mailing to each owner or person in 

interest in said property as shown by the last general tax assessment roll of the City, 

at least ten full days prior to the date of said hearing; and; 

 

WHEREAS, said hearing has been conducted and comments thereon received, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council, upon due consideration and deliberation, determines that 

condemnation of certain structures situated at 202 Bradley Street, City of 

Dowagiac, is necessary due to the deteriorated and/or boarded condition and the 

inability of the structures to be economically rehabilitated, and such action must be 

taken in order to properly and adequately safeguard the public interest, and; 

 

WHEREAS, this Council does further determine that the whole of the cost of the repairs, 

improvements and/or demolition of the structures attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference shall be defrayed by special assessment upon the property 

hereinabove described in the event that said improvements and/or demolition shall 

not be made by the owner thereof within the time limits herein below proscribed.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac by the 

affirmative vote of its Council does hereby determine that certain structures situated 

upon the properties hereinabove described constitutes a public nuisance as defined 

by Chapter 38, Sections 38.71(13) and 38.41 of the Dowagiac City Code justifying 

abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the Dowagiac 

City Charter and Chapter 38 of the Dowagiac City Code. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the improvements, repairs and/or demolition of said 

structures are those set forth in Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein 

by reference, and that said improvements, repairs and/or demolition is necessary in 

order to protect the public health, safety and welfare. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said premises by and hereby is determined to contain the 

following violations: 
 

  ( X )  Building   ( x )  Electrical      (x )  Plumbing   (x )  Heating 
   

  ( X )  Housing   (    )  Fire      ( X  )  Other   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said nuisances be abated, and that the owner of said premises 

be and hereby is directed to Repair said nuisance by commencement of actions 

necessary to accomplish same within 30 days from the date of this resolution, and 

that said acts be completed, and said nuisances abated, no later than 60 days from 

the date of this resolution. 



 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if, upon the commencement date herein provided, abatement 

has not been commenced or if, upon the completion date, such conditions 

constituting a nuisance have not been abated, the City Manager is directed to cause 

the abatement of such conditions and nuisances by: 
 

  (X )  Demolition    
   

  (  )  Correction of the above-listed Code violations. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any costs incurred in the abatement of such conditions and 

nuisances are to be assessed against the properties hereinabove described in 

accordance with the provisions of Chapter 66, Sections 66.1, et seq, of the Dowagiac 

City Code. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager be and hereby is directed to solicit and 

receive estimates of the costs and expenses associated with the abatement of said 

nuisances as hereinabove set forth and that such estimates shall be deposited with the 

City Clerk for examination in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 66 of the 

Dowagiac City Code. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk be and hereby is directed to forthwith send, by 

certified mail, return receipt requested, a copy of this resolution to the last known 

address of the property owner, or any person having an interest in said properties, as 

shown by the last general tax assessment roll of the City, together with copies of the 

Code Enforcement Report forms submitted in this matter. 

 

ADOPTED Unanimously 

 

 

 

2. Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Shuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac owns property at 231 South Front Street, and; 

 

WHEREAS,  the agreement between City and Nancy Shufelt provides for renewal of the lease of 

the property for operation of Twistee's that is hereby recommended for approval. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by affirmative vote of its 

City Council, does hereby adopt and approve a lease renewal agreement with Nancy 

Shufelt for use of space at 231 South Front Street, a copy of which is attached hereto 

as Exhibit "A." 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be authorized and directed to execute said 

agreements on behalf of the City of Dowagiac. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3. Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Burling. 

 

WHEREAS, in 2017, the State of Michigan enacted the Public Act 202 of 2017 “Protecting Local 

Government Retirement and Benefits Act” to address concerns surrounding unfunded 

pension and retiree health care liabilities of local governments; and, 

 

WHEREAS, in compliance with PA 202 of 2017, the City of Dowagiac must submit an Application 

for Waiver and Plan for the Defined Benefit Pension System showing steps that have 

been taken to reduce Unfunded Accrued Liabilities (UAL); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City administration and the governing body have reviewed the attached waiver 

and plan (Michigan Form #5583);  

 

WHEREAS, the City administration and the governing body are committed to funding the pension 

plan; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby approve the Application for Waiver and Plan that City 

staff has developed.  

 

ADOPTED Unanimously 

 

 

4. Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Burling. 

 

WHEREAS, Effective May 31, 2019, Rozanne Scherr is retiring from the City of Dowagiac.  

 

WHEREAS, After a 30 day break in service, the City wishes to hire Ms. Scherr on a contract 

basis as DART Director and Transportation Coordinator and planning and consulting 

services in the area of parks and open space planning; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  both the City and Ms. Scherr mutually agree that it would be beneficial for Ms. 

Scherr to continue those current responsibilities. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes execution of 

an employment agreement (Exhibit A) between the City of Dowagiac and Rozanne 

Scherr for services as DART Director and Transportation Coordinator and for 

planning and consulting services in the area of parks and open space planning. 

 

ADOPTED Unanimously  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

5. CITY OF DOWAGIAC 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A 2019 MICHIGAN STATE 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY NEIGHBORHOOD ENHANCEMENT 

PROGRAM GRANT - ROUND 4 
 

Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Bakeman. 

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac desires to stabilize and enhance neighborhoods and the overall 

quality of lives of its residents; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is committed to enhancing housing as reflected by the annual 

Housing Improvement Program; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  competitive grant funding of up to $50,000 is available through Round 4 of the 2019 

Michigan State Housing Development Authority Neighborhood Enhancement 

Program (MSHDA NEP) for owner-occupied homes; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac has determined that the MSHDA NEP grant would further the 

goal of improved housing and neighborhoods.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby designate Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager, to make a 

grant application on behalf of the City of Dowagiac to the 2019 Michigan State 

Housing Development Authority NEP Round 4 for a grant of $50,000. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 
 

6. Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Burling. 

 

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

 Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 

 approve invoices and payroll 14 for the period 03/25/19 to 04/07/19. 

                         

 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 

BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL 

$611,160.68  $117,968.17  $729,128.85 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote.  

Ayes: five (4) Bakeman, Burling, Laylin, and Schuur   

Nays:  None (0)     

Absent:  Dodd, Lucas (2)  

Abstain:  None (0) 

 



 

 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS  

City Manager Anderson, shared items from the agenda for the Council Workshop on May 2.   

Items will include a budget draft a summery sheet.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Upon motion by Councilmember Dodd and seconded by Councilmember Schuur,                                    

the Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 7:17 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor   Jane P. Wilson, City Clerk  

 


